NATHANIEL'S HOPE

Special Needs Ministry
Grows Nationally

A Central Florida special-
needs ministry launched
by ordained Assemblies of
God minister Marie Kuck
and her husband, Tim, has
mushroomed narionwide by
sharing the hope of Christ
with children with disabilities
and their families.

The Orlando, Fla., couple
started Nathaniel’s Hope
(NH) in 2003 in honor of
their son, Nathaniel, who

Tim and Marie Kuck

was born with multiple birth
anomalies and overcame
many health challenges be-
fore he died in 2001 at age 4.
NH’s Buddy Break pro-
gram, which offers caregivers
of special-needs children —
called VIP kids — a break
for three hours, currently
partners with 17 churches in
Florida, Tennessee, Califor-

nia, Maryland and Virginia.

“Buddy Break is such a gift
for my family,” says Lucette
Helotie. “My kids have
found a place where they fit
right in, are cared for and
loved in ways that somerimes
I —as an exhausted mom —
just can’t do.”

More than 1,000 people
have been trained to serve as
“buddies” in the program,
caring for 425 VIP kids and
100 siblings, according to the
46-year-old Marie, a former
youth pastor who with her
husband is an active member
of Orlando’s Evangel Assem-
bly of God church.

NH’s Make *m Smile event
— which attracted abour
650 people in 2003 — drew
more than 7,000 people in
June, including in excess of
1,000 VIP kids. Addition-
ally, NH's Caroling for Kids
Christmas Day outreach
attracted 550 people who
visited 10 children’s hospirals
and 72 homes of homebound
special-needs children.

More than 3,600 kids are
registered in the VIP Birth-
day Club, which represents
families from 31 states and
five countries.

— Eric Tiansay
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Multiplication Network. “Coaching helps ens
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